This study assessed Fadama project phase II in Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, Nigeria. The specific objectives were to: Assess the need for gender analysis in Fadama project as the basis for policy formation in agriculture; examine benefits and challenges encountered by beneficiaries in the course of involvement in the project. Primary data were used. The data were collected from 100 respondents using simple random sampling technique. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze the data. The results showed that 75% of beneficiaries were introduced into the project by female Fadama facilitators. About 44% of beneficiaries had their counterpart fund or equity capital aided. Furthermore, 96% of the women farmers acquired asset for processing of agricultural products. Also, 49% of beneficiaries attended both advisory services and capacity building training. It was recommended inform of policy implication, that donor agencies and development projects should adopt the approach of gender mainstreaming in the construction of policy and programmes meant to encourage participation and income generating activities among beneficiaries.
INTRODUCTION
Increasing reduction in production and productivity has continued to characterize Nigerian agricultural sector thereby limiting the ability of the sector to perform its traditional role in economic development. In order to break this cycle and improve the performance of the agricultural sectors, the Nigeria Government over the year introduced and implemented several policies and programmes aimed at revamping the sector (Ajibefun and Aderinola, 2004) . A recent effort towards boosting production and enhancing farmer's welfare was the introduction of the Second National Fadama Development Project (Nwachukwu et al., 2008) . Fadama 1 (Phase one of the National Fadama Development Project) was implemented from 1993 to 1999. Fadama I focused mainly on crop production and largely neglected support of post production activities such as commodity processing, storage and marketing. The emphasis was on providing tube wells, boreholes, water pumps to farmers (Nkonya et al., 2008) . The first National Fadama Development Project was adjudged successful both nationally and internationally and that culminated in the Federal Government of Nigeria requesting approval from the World Bank for a follow-up project, Fadama II (World Bank, 2003; Blench and Ingawa, 2004) . The second National Fadama Development Project sought to address the noted shortcomings in design and implementation of the Fadama I. The project was declared disbursement effective 2004 and was funded by World Bank and *Corresponding author. E-mail: omotayoalabi@yahoo.com. Tel: 2348023582181. African Development Bank. The goal of Fadama II was to contribute to poverty reduction in Nigeria (NFDO, 2007) . Significant changes have occurred in the agricultural sector over the past 20 years; both in the role played by women and in the understanding of this role, but the continued absence of appropriate policy and program strategies mean that women's contribution to agriculture remains invisible. This persistent failure to recognize and account for the value of women knowledge and labour in the agricultural sphere and to integrate the reality of women situation into development theories policies and programmes is evident throughout the global economic development environment (CTA, 1999) . In many countries, it has been recognized that the development process does not promote gender equity in the distribution of the benefits of economic growth. The economic roles of valued and until recently, rarely acknowledged or articulated in development and policy. However, the promotion of women's income generating activities requires collaboration between the donor community and government and between the private and public sector in order to address the constraints and opportunities at the micro and macro level, from the home to the market. The emphasis should be on adding value and increasing task and time utilization efficiency in such a way as to reduce the burden of labour intensive activities and improvement on women's entitlement to the rewards from their labour (CTA, 1999) .
Research questions
This study intends to provide answers to the following research questions:
1. What will be the gender analysis of Fadama project as Fadama Development Areas for the purpose of the project implementation. A simple random sampling of 100 respondents or beneficiaries from the ten (10) Fadama Development Areas were selected. Method of field survey research used for gathering information or data from the sample drawn from the population is the use of questionnaire. The structured questionnaire was designed in line with the objectives of the study. Descriptive statistics which involves the use of frequency-distribution and percentages are used to achieve the objectives stated. Table 1 showed that 75% of respondents were introduced into the project by female Fadama facilitators. Every facilitating team had the presence of one or two female facilitators. Their presence alleviates the fear of most husbands of women beneficiaries, while the team also made it a condition that for the men to benefit in the project, their women must be involved. As shown in Table  2 , about 44% of the group beneficiaries had their counterpart fund paid for them. This greatly enhances their involvement in the project, ordinarily, the groups would not have been able to raise their equity capital, thereby would not have been able to assess the project fund. Furthermore, Table 3 revealed that 69% of beneficiaries acquired assets used for processing; many beneficiaries are into processing of agricultural products, the project supported the acquired assets used for production. Table 4 showed that 53% of beneficiaries attended both advisory services and capacity building training. These training enabled beneficiaries to manage their acquired assets better and manage their groups respectively. Beneficiaries agreed that their income was greatly enhanced, thereby raising their standard of living (51%), furthermore, 31.70% of beneficiaries had expansion in their business and increased their productivity, while, other beneficiaries acquired household assets (Table 5 ). Other benefits derived by respondents as shown in Table 6 include: Ability of respondents to keep records; members are also able to save through cooperative organizations; acquisition of leadership and management skills. Prolonged due process procedure which took them away from their other responsibilities was the major challenge encountered by beneficiaries and this represents 43.26% of the total challenges encountered. More so, 21.63% of the beneficiaries had difficulties in raising their equity capital or raising counterpart fund (Table 7) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings, the second national Fadama development project was indeed successful and gender sensitive. It was proved that respondents including women are productive and that it can only be beneficial to harness their resources for their own development and that of the nation. However, donor agencies and development project should adopt the approach of gender main streaming in the construction of policy and programmes to encourage participation and income generating activities among women. Their role in processing, storage and marketing of agricultural produce should be taken cognizance of and supported.
